
 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY  
Today, a coalition of three national disability organizations 
denounced the discriminatory systemic practice of confining people 
with disabilities in institutions, contrary to human rights law 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020  

HALIFAX, NS – Today, the Nova Scotia Court of Appeal heard from a coalition of 
national organizations, Inclusion Canada, the Council of Canadians with Disabilities and 
People First of Canada, in a case that is critically important for the human rights of all 
persons with disabilities across Canada. 
 
Kory Earle, President of People First Canada states, “most Canadians would be 
shocked to learn that large institutions which lock people with disabilities away continue 
to exist in Canada.”  

“The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was ratified 
by Canada in 2010 and provides the right for persons with disabilities to live 
independently and be included in the community,” said attorney Joëlle Pastora Sala. 
“Nova Scotia is one of four remaining provinces that continues to operate large 
institutions, a harmful and discriminatory practice that must end.”  

“The national organizations are particularly concerned about the Board of Inquiry's 
finding that institutionalization is not discrimination,” said Robin Acton, President of 
Inclusion Canada. “The history of exclusion from full participation in society of persons 
with disabilities is grounded in historical and societal views which perceive people with 
disabilities as less worthy and are the direct result of the discrimination and prejudice.” 

Successive Nova Scotia governments have continued to turn its back on people 
labelled disabled left to languish in institutional settings. This a long way from a time 
when Nova Scotia took the lead in the 1980s by being the first province in Canada to 
close all children’s institutions. The appeal arises from a human rights Board of Inquiry, 
which erred in law in failing to protect those adversely impacted by the outmoded 
egregious practice. The interveners argue that  the province has a legal obligation to 
support persons with physical or mental disabilities to live in their communities through 
the income assistance program.  

While the Board of Inquiry decision found that “successive governments of all political 
stripes simply ignored everyone over decades and condemned our most vulnerable 
citizens to a punishing confinement,” it went on to find that there was no systemic 



 

 

remedy available despite the fact that people with disabilities in need of social 
assistance are a protected class of persons under human rights legislation.“ The 
Disability Rights Coalition complaint seeking a systemic human rights remedy was 
dismissed leading to the appeal. 

The Public Interest Law Centre (PILC) in collaboration with a pro bono team of lawyers 
from Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP (both of Winnipeg) are representing the 
coalition of the three national organizations. 
 

The Nova Scotia Court of Appeal was live-streamed (video remains on site) on the 
Courts of Nova Scotia website on Wednesday, Nov. 18, and Thursday, Nov. 19 at  
<http://www.courts.ns.ca/Webcasts/webcasts_live.htm>. 
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