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INTRODUCTION
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“LOCKED OUT OF LIFE”
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PROGRESS IS INCREMENTAL AND SLOW – TOO SLOW
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1977

Canadian Human Rights Act

1982

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

2010

Canada’s ratification of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities



A POWERFUL 
MESSAGE HAS 

BEEN SENT

• Simply put, at the heart of the claim of 
the discrimination is this: to place 
someone in an institutional setting where 
they do not need to be in order to 
access their basic needs, which the 
Province is statutorily obligated to 
provide, is discriminatory. (DRC decision 
at para 175)

• “discrimination is “frequently a product 
of continuing to do things ‘the way they 
have always been done’”….governments 
must be “particularly vigilant about the 
effects of their own policies” on 
members of disadvantaged groups” 
(Fraser v Canada (Attorney General) 
2020 SCC 28 at para 31)  
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HOW C AN  I  R E LY  ON  T H IS  DE C I S ION IN  M Y  
PROVINC E /TERR ITORY?

• Write to your governments and share!

• System is broken

• When governments provide social benefits, they cannot do so in a discriminatory manner.

• Placing someone in an institutional setting where they do not need to be in order to access their 
basic needs is discriminatory.

• Making someone wait on long wait lists to receive services and supports to which they are 
entitled is discriminatory.

• Forcing someone to move far from their community to access supports is discriminatory.
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THANK 
YOU/

MERCI!
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