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THE INFLUENCE 
OF INSTITUTIONS



ADVOCACY AND INCLUSION

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

-Margaret Mead, Author and Anthropologist



A DEFINITION OF “INSTITUTION”

“An institution is any place in which people do not 
have or are not allowed to exercise control over 
their lives and their day-to-day decisions. An 
institution is not defined merely by its size.”

-National Deinstitutionalization Task Force



CHOICE IS FUNDAMENTAL TO FREEDOM 

Speaking with Disability Rights Specialist Catherine Frazee



THE TRUE MEANING OF “HOME”



“I am the boss of my own home now. My staff have to knock on 
the door, and I let them in when they arrive for their shift.

They ask permission before they go into my bedroom or go 
through my stuff. I decide what we eat for supper. Donna or I 
answer the phone when it rings. Donna and I live here, my staff 
don’t. It’s our home.” 

Words from Mr. Gord Ferguson



“Through my adult life I needed a home and I also needed support. Those are two different things. I now 
get the kind of support I have always needed - an understanding of what it means to separate home from 
support. They need to be and stay separate. 

I am proud of my home. I love living here with Donna. Home is someplace safe, someplace where I can be 
myself. I can relax here when I am with Donna. It is someplace where I can sleep well. Home is a feeling, 
where I can be myself. It is where my heart is. Home is where I can make my own rules, and I can do what 
I want to do. 

I can make an apartment or house a home, but not an institution or a nursing home.”  

Words from Mr. Gord Ferguson



LOOKING AHEAD

“They locked us up. Nobody wanted us in 
the society. That is what we felt. Nobody 
wanted us, so they locked us up.”

-Mr. Joe Clayton, Ontario Survivor  
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